

Dear School of Engineering Supporter,

Technology drives the global economy and the demand for engineers has never been greater.  Unfortunately, as this demand steadily increases, the number of engineers graduating from U.S. universities is declining.   American universities are not graduating enough engineers.  To reverse this trend, talented young students must be provided with opportunities, as soon as possible, to develop an interest in and skills for engineering.   
Coppell High School is preparing our students to meet the country’s technology demands.  Our students have the unique opportunity to learn and employ the Engineering Design process.  Through short-term and long-term design projects, our high school students are developing engineering skills usually not developed until their junior or senior year of a university program.
Coppell’s School of Engineering (SOE) program is a unique and rigorous educational experience with course requirements very different from a typical academic offering. Students, as part of teams and individually, are required to manage all phases of real engineering projects (Solar Car, Deep  Water ROV, rocket payload problems).  Then, after honing their skills in the engineering lab, the students also compete in outside events where they must demonstrate their class-room acquired engineering skills. 
Continuing and expanding this program requires the support of private industry.  School funding cannot meet all of the program’s financial requirements if it is to offer projects like the Solar Car.  For the engineering program to succeed, we need the financial support of the community and industry.  
We are asking for your financial support in form of a cash donation of $500 or more for the 2009 – 2010 school year.   Your support allows us to continue building this unique program and to continue reaching the bright young engineers of tomorrow.
Your participation is essential to our success.  Together we can make a difference.  Thank you for your support.
Sincerely, 
Michael Yakubovsky        
CHS 185 West Parkway Blvd.                                            
Coppell, TX 75019                                                              
Ph: 214-496-6237                                                                           
myakubovsky@coppellisd.com                                     


Competitions Requiring Support in 2008-2009
Students will be involved in at least one competition during the school year.

BEST Robotics 

Students have six weeks to build a remotely controlled robot using a kit of common parts. The EXCITE 1 class participates in BEST. The EXCITE 2 students who competed in BEST last year will serve as mentors and leaders for the 2008 BEST Robotics team. BEST Robotics competition commences with a kick-off on September 13th and concludes six weeks later on October 26th.  www.bestinc.org/MVC/
Dell-Winston Solar Challenge
 The solar car challenge is for 10th-12th grade students in the EXCITE 5 class. In the 2009 season, students will be preparing two cars for a cross country race.  www.winstonsolar.org/challenge/
First Tech Challenge 
A robotics competition for students from the EXCITE 2 classes.  www.usfirst.org/
MATE Underwater ROV Challenge 
This competition requires students build a remotely operated underwater vehicle and maneuver it through an obstacle course.  The competition takes place in NASA’s Neutral Buoyancy Lab in Houston. The team is made up of students from EXCITE 3.  www.marinetech.org/rov_competition/
ASCE Steel Bridge Competition 
This college-level competition requires students to design and build a steel bridge.  The students must design and build according to specifications which change each year.  www.aisc.org/  (follow links to competitions)
FastTrack RC
The RC Car engineering challenge requires students re-design their RC car each month in response to the month’s track.  www.fasttrackrc.com/
